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and art were regulated and controlled by law, and
individual talent and genius counted for nothing.
But that the Incan people were not lacking in artistic
temperament, inventive genius, dexterity and imagi-
nation is abundantly proved. In their later years*
a short time before and after the Spanish conquest*
the Incas developed a remarkable and unique art in
woodwork. Cups, vessels, utensils, and many other
objects were highly and beautifully embellished with
colors applied like lacquer or enamel. Even to-day,,
after a lapse of centuries, the colors upon these are
bright and fresh. Chemicals have little if any effect
upon the pigments used, and they resist the action
of all ordinary known solvents. No one has yet been
able to learn the secret of their composition or to
duplicate them, and we may consider the work as a
true lost art.
Moreover, even if the later Incas were not note-
worthy as pottery makers, their textiles were wonder-
ful, although the true Incan textiles never equaled
or approached those of the pre-Incans. Many of these
are more finely woven than would be possible on any
machine-loom to-day, and examples are known in,
which .there are three hundred threads to the inch.
The types and weaves of these textiles are practically
numberless. They vary all the way from the heavi-
est, coarsest blankets, rugs and ponchos to the finest,
most delicate fabrics as thin and soft as silk. Many
were of the tapestry class, others were tied or
knotted, and others were direct warp-and-woof weav-
ing. The dyes used have never been equaled, and to-
day, after having been buried for centuries in the
desert sand and in stone tombs, the colors on these-